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Objectives: 
 
The objective of the Indian Professional National Football League (IPNFL) is to 
establish an elite football competition in India, participated in by well-organized 
clubs and with the highest standards of players, coaches, referees, 
administrators, event management and facilities. The Indian Professional 
National Football League (IPNFL) will be the main football event in India. It will 
have strong support from the community, be appropriately developed 
commercially and receive wide-spread media coverage. It will be at the apex of 
football in India and thereby provide the inspiration for grassroots and youth 
development. 
 
Definition : 
 
  In interpreting these regulations and standing orders:- 
 

1. “FIFA” means “Federation Internationale de Football 
Association” 

2. “AFC” means “Asian Football Confederation” 
3. “AIFF” means “All India Football Federation.” 
4.        IPNFL means the I-league or the Indian Professional  
          National Football League 
4. “IPNFLC” means “I-League  Committee” 
5. “IFAB” means “International Football Association Board” – 

the Game of football as regulated by the Laws of the 
Game. 

6.  “Official” means all office bearers and members of various 
committees, sub-committees, managers, coaches, 
trainers, match commissioners, Referees, Asst. referees, 
medical officers and staff of All India Football Federation 
League its affiliated bodies and clubs. 
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Headquarters  
 

The Headquarter of the INPFL  or I-League are located at AIFF Football 
House, Sector 19, Phase I, Dwarka, New Delhi, 110 075. 

PREAMBLE  
 

1. The Indian National Professional Football League shall be called 
the I-League or by any other name as decided by the I-League 
Committee/AIFF and the league sponsors.  The League name may 
be prefixed with the name of the sponsor. 

 
2. The Executive Committee of the All India Football Federation shall 

appoint the I-League Committee. 
 

3. The I-League Committee shall also constitute the following other 
sub committees for the I- League. 

 
a)  Emergency Committee. 
b)  Facilities Sub Committee 
c)  Security Sub Committee 
d)  Media Sub Committee 
e)  Referees Sub Committee. 
f)         Disciplinary Committee. 

       
And any other Committee that may be required for the smooth 
organization of the I-League. 

 
4. A Local Organising Committee shall also be constituted by the 

concerned State Association and its affiliated Clubs participating in 
the I-League. 

 
5. The I-League Committee and all other Sub Committees  

constituted by them are subject to the supervision and control of 
AIFF, which has the last word on all matters. 

 
6.       Any other rights, which are not ceded by these regulations to all Sub 

Committees or a Participating team, shall belong to AIFF 
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 TECHNICAL REGULATIONS 
 
Art I:    MODE OF COMPETITION 
 

1. Twelve (12) teams, will participate in the I League. Participation is 
by invitation only. 

 

2. The I League shall be played in a league system, each team 
playing two matches against each of the other teams, on a home 
and away basis.  

 

3. The Winner of the I League will be designated as the Champion 
Club of India. 

Art. II:    TROPHIES AND PRIZES 
 

1. The Winner of the I-League shall be awarded a trophy and the 
following CASH PRIZES shall be distributed: 

 

  1. Winners   Rs. 50 Lacs 
 

  2. 2nd Place   Rs. 28 Lacs 
 

  3. 3rd Place   Rs. 20 Lacs 
 

  4. 4th Place   Rs. 10 Lacs 
   

  Match Winning  Rs. 35,000   
 

2. Beside cash prizes the following trophies shall also be  
           awarded: 

  
  a) Winners trophy for I-League champions. 
            b)         Winners of fair play contest. 

 c)         Highest scorer of the League 
             d)         Best Goalkeeper 

 e)         Best Defender 
 f)          Best Half 

             g)         Best Forward. 
                     h)         Best Coach  

 
3. Rolling Trophy, if awarded, shall be returned within three months of 

the conclusion of the I-League. 
 
4.     The trophy for the best defender shall be in the name of the    
          late Mr. Jarnail Singh. 
 
5.     The trophy for best coach shall be named after the late Syed Abdul  
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Rahim. 
 
Art. III :    FAIR PLAY 
 
 1. In every match of the competition, Fair Play  shall be actively 

promoted through the Fair Play  flags, etc.  
 

2. The Players will shake hands with each other's after every match.  
Shaking of hands after the match will remind spectators that in spite 
of the emotions of a football match, it is to be played in accordance 
with the laws of the game.  The emotions should not be dealt upon, 
once the players have left the pitch, losing is also the part and 
parcel of football.   

 
3. The Fair Play qualities of the participating teams and which are 

pertinent to the spectators will be evaluated using the FIFA Fair 
Play evaluation form. 

 
4. A Fair Play contest shall also be run during the I-League. 
  

Art. IV:    PARTICIPANTS 
  

1. The following teams are invited to participate in the I League 
             

i) Dempo Sports Club. 
ii) Churchill Brothers Sports Club 
iii) JCT  
iv) Kingfisher East Bengal Club 
v) Mahindra United 
vi) McDowell Mohun Bagan Athletic Club 
vii) Mohammedans Sporting Club 
viii) Sporting Clube de Goa 
ix) Air India 
x) Mumbai Football Club 
xi) Chirag United Sports Club 
xii) Vasco Sports Club 

                
2. The participation of the above-mentioned teams is subject to 

receipt of entry form duly endorsed by the respective State 
Association before the due date and acceptance of entry by the All 
India Football Federation and the I League Committee.  
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Art V:  ENTRIES FOR THE COMPETITION 
 

1. Entries for the I League shall be submitted to the AIFF on or before 
the 28th of August, 2008..   All entry forms shall be accompanied by 
the prescribed entry fee of Rs. 50,000/- (rupees fifty thousand only).  
Only entries in the prescribed form will be accepted.( Form is 
attached as appendix A of these Regulations). 

 
2. The State Football Association to which the Club is affiliated shall 

endorse all Entries. Entries without this endorsement shall not be 
entertained.  However when a State Association refuses to endorse 
the entry of a Club invited to participate in the I-League it shall give 
reasons for this decision. The aggrieved Club may appeal to the 
Executive Committee of the AIFF, which will decide on the appeal, 
after hearing both the State Association and the Club 
representative. 

 
3. Clubs, which are not first affiliated to a State Football Association, 

will not be allowed to participate in the I League. 
 

4. The Entry Fee for the I-League is Rs.50,000/- (rupees fifty 
thousand only) which shall be paid by Demand Draft payable at 
New Delhi in favour of AIFF. 

 

Art. VI:  DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS 
 

1. On entering the Competition the participating clubs automatically 
undertake: 

 
 a) To observe these Regulations and to give an appropriate 

undertaking as drawn by AIFF/I League committee in the 
entry form. 

 
b. To abide by the Constitution and Rules and Regulations of 

the AIFF and the I League and by the decisions of the AIFF 
Executive Committee, (including that of using and wearing 
the playing and practice kits whenever these are supplied by 
the AIFF or its sponsors and/or use of League sponsors 
Logo’s on the players outfits of the teams), the I-League 
Committee or any other Committee constituted by the AIFF 
Executive Committee or the  I League Committee. 

 
c. To accept that all administrative, disciplinary and refereeing 

matters connected with the I-League shall be dealt with by 
the duly constituted sub Committees of the AIFF or the I 
League Committee. 
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d. To accept all arrangements regarding the local organisation 
made by the Local Organising Committee in Consultation 
with the I-League Committee. 

 
e. To adhere strictly to the AIFF constitution, regulations and 

the I-League Regulations. 
 
f. To provide adequate insurance cover to all its registered 

players and officials.  
   

g. To comply with the requirements listed in Appendix B of 
these regulations. 

   
h. To comply by the requirements for Club licensing as 

stipulated in the Appendix B attached to these regulations. 
The I League Committee shall impose the following 
sanctions on Clubs  which do not comply with these Club 
licensing regulations: 

 
i) Caution. 
ii) Censure. 
iii) Fine. 
iv) Deduction of Points. 
v) Debar from participation in the current I-League. 
vi) Debar from participation in the next I-League. 

 
i. To meet all financial obligations towards the players, 

coaches, team officials, the I-League, the AIFF and its 
affiliated units. 

 
Art. VII:    COMPETITION SCHEDULE AND VENUES OF  
  THE MATCHES 
 

1. The I-League Committee shall decide the draw and the dates of the 
competition. 

 
2. Home matches of each club shall preferably be played at the same 

venue. The venues where the matches are played will have to be 
approved by the Facilities Sub Committee. 

 
3. If matches are played under floodlights, the minimum output should 

be eight hundred (800) lux.  There shall be standby power supply 
sufficient to operate the floodlights at the optimum level. 

 
4. Venues may be changed only under force majeure conditions.  If 

the alternate venue/venues suggested by the LOC/home club are 
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not approved by the facilities Sub Committee the match/matches 
shall be played at a neutral venue. 

 
5. Request for change in venue by the LOC should be made at least 

thirty (30) days in advance. 
 

6. All expenses incurred resulting from change in venue shall be 
borne by the concerned LOC and /or Club. 

 
 

Art. VIII:    POINTS IN LEAGUE MATCHES AND SYSTEM T O  
  BREAK TIE 
 

1. In the League matches, three (3) points shall be awarded for a win, 
one point for a draw no point for a defeat. 

 
2. The ranking shall be determined in the order given below: 

  
  a) Higher number of points in all the matches. 

 b) If points are equal, the team having a higher goal difference 
will be placed higher. 

 c) If the goal deference is the same, the team with the higher 
number of goals scored will be placed higher. 

d) If even this is the same, than by the result of the match 
between the concerned teams, with the team winning the 
match placed higher. 

e) If still the winner cannot be decided, then the ranking shall 
be decided by taking lots.   

f)     However in case of relegation of a team, the team to be 
relegated shall be decided by having a play off between both 
the concerned teams at a neutral venue. The team that loses 
this playoff match will be relegated. 

 
3. A team which does not turn up for the match at the scheduled time, 

refuses to start or complete a match or fields an ineligible player 
shall forfeit the match and the opponents present at the venue shall 
be declared winners by a three goal difference and three points 
shall be awarded to them. If the goal difference was higher at the 
time the match was abandoned for the team’s refusal to continue to 
play, that goal difference shall remain.  The team may be further 
penalised by the Disciplinary Committee of the AIFF. 

 
 4. The two (2) teams standing last in the I-League will be demoted to 

the Second Division. 
  
Art. IX:    DURATION OF MATCHES, KICK-OFF TIMES  
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        AND ABANDONED MATCHES 
 

1. All matches shall be played 45 minutes each half with an interval of 
15 minutes.  (45+15+45) 

 
2. Kick-off time for all matches except those in the last two rounds of 

the League will be decided by the Local Organising Committee in 
consultation with the I-League Committee. The LOC will have to 
take into consideration the preferred time for the TV telecast when 
deciding the kick off time. 

 
3. The I-League Committee will inform the LOC’s the exact kick-off 

time of all the matches of the 21st and 22nd round of the League. 
           

4. Once decided kick-off times may only be changed by the Match 
Commissioner if, in his opinion, there are conditions caused by 
circumstances beyond the control of the Local Organisers, which 
warrant change in the kick-off time.  The new kick off time shall be 
immediately informed to the Manager/Captain of both the teams. 

 

5. When the referee does not start a match or ends a match before 
the regulation time, he should inform the Match Commissioner, the 
LOC and the Managers/Captains of both the teams, the reasons for 
abandoning or not playing the match. A detailed report giving the 
reasons that compelled the Referee to take the above steps should 
be faxed immediately to the I-League Committee Secretariat. 

 
6. If a match is not played for reasons, which are not directly or 

indirectly attributed to the participating Clubs, the match should be 
replayed within 24 hours in the same or any other suitable Stadium 
in the same City. 

 
7. The outcome of the matches, which cannot be replayed within the 

period, specified above or are abandoned due to reasons which 
can be directly or indirectly attributed to one or both the 
participating Clubs, will be decided by the Emergency Committee of 
the I-League. 

 
8. If a match has to be abandoned before completion due to fading 

light, failure of floodlights, acts of God like storms, torrential rains, 
collapse of galleries or any other natural calamity or accident 
beyond the control of the organisers, the   Emergency Committee 
of the I-League may decide to order only the part of the match, 
which has not been completed to be played, provided this can be 
done on the next day of the abandoned match. 

 
Art. X:    PENALTY FOR WITHDRAWAL AND REPLACEMENT O F  
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  TEAMS 
 

1. Teams participating in the I-League are obliged to play all their 
matches. 

  
2. If any of the teams listed above does not submit the entry form or 

informs that they are not participating in the competition they shall 
be liable to disciplinary action to be taken by the Disciplinary 
Committee or the Executive Committee of the AIFF. Once entries 
are confirmed, I-League Teams withdrawing before the start of the 
competition shall be fined  Rs. 5,00,000/- (five lacs only) and shall 
forfeit the subsidy due to them.  Teams withdrawing after the 
competition has started shall forfeit the subsidy and shall also be 
fined Rs.10,00,000/- (ten Lacs only). Besides this the AIFF 
Executive Committee may impose further punishment in 
accordance with the Regulations of the AIFF.  

 
3. The AIFF shall replace a team that has withdrawn before the 

competition starts by another team as decided by the I-League 
Committee in consultation with the Executive Committee of the 
AIFF.  

 
4. Exceptions may be made in case of force majeure, which shall be 

decided by the I-League Committee in consultation with the AIFF. 
 

5. If a selected team/s fails to send its duly completed and endorsed 
entry form by the due date this team/s may be replaced by another 
team/s.  

 
6. If a team withdraws after it enters or during the course of  the 

competition besides the fine prescribed in Art X. 2 the team will be 
liable for suspension and sanctions according to the disciplinary  
regulations of the AIFF.  The I-league Committee shall decide, in 
consultation with the AIFF, if the team will be replaced by another 
team or if the league shall continue with the remaining teams. 

 
 

Art. XI:    MATCHES PLAYED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE L AWS  
        OF THE GAME 
 

1. All matches shall be played in accordance with the Laws of the 
Game laid down by the International Football Association Board 
and published by FIFA. 

 
Art. XII :    TEAM BENCH 
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1. Five (5) team officials (if Doctor and Physiotherapist accompany the 
team) and seven (7) substitutes shall be allowed to sit on the 
substitutes' bench. (Total twelve) 

 
2. Four (4) team officials (if only a Qualified Doctor or a qualified 

Physiotherapist (any one of them) accompany the team) and seven 
(7) substitutes shall be allowed to sit on the substitutes’ bench 
(Total eleven) 

 
3. Two (2) team officials (if Doctor and Physiotherapist does not 

accompany the team) and seven (7) substitutes shall be allowed to 
sit on the substitutes’ bench (Total nine) 

 
Note: The names of the officials and their function s shall be listed on 

the match starting list and officials registration form 
respectively.  

 
4. The HOME team shall take bench on the LEFT side of the reserve 

referee and the AWAY team shall take the bench on the RIGHT 
side of the reserve referee. 

 

5. A suspended player and official shall not be allowed in the 
substitution bench area or in any other place inside the field 
perimeter fence.  

 
Art. XIII :    NUMBER OF PLAYERS AND  SUBSTITUTION OF  

        PLAYERS 
 

1. Names of eleven selected players and seven substitutes shall be 
entered in the players list and handed over to the organizers by 12 
noon on the day of the match. 

 
 2. Up to a maximum of three substitutes may take the place of the 

selected players at any time during the match. 
 

Art, XIV:    ELIGIBILITY AND REGISTRATION OF PLAYER S 
 

1. Each participating Club may register a maximum of twenty seven 
(27) players for participation in the I-League 08-09.  A Club may 
register three more players provided they are born on or after the 
1st of January, 1988. A team should however register a minimum of 
twenty (20) players before their first match in the competition.  The 
remaining ten players may be registered at any time before the last 
eleven rounds of the competition. (i. e. before the teams’ first match 
of the twelfth round)  

 

2. Players once registered cannot be cancelled.  
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3. Players shall be registered by filling the prescribed form in triplicate 

and sending it to the I-League Committee. 
 

4. Only players who are First Registered with the Respective State 
Association shall be eligible to be registered with the I-League 
Committee, for the I-League 2008-09. 

 

5. Recent ID card size photos of the player shall be affixed in the 
registration form.  Two more photos shall be submitted to their 
respective State association for making an Identity Card and a 
Registration Card.   

 

6. Players without Registration Card shall not be allowed to participate 
in a match. Identity Cards are issued to the players so that they can 
enter the Stadium for any match/ of the I-League without 
purchasing a ticket. 

 

7. The players Registration and Identity Cards shall be the property of 
the I-League and shall be returned to the I-League Committee or 
their representative on demand. 

 
8. Players may play for only one Club in the I-League.    

 

9. THREE (3) foreign players may be registered for each team. Only 
these THREE (3) foreign players may be listed among the eleven 
selected players and seven substitutes in a match. Foreign or 
Indian players once registered cannot be cancelled and replaced by 
other players. International Registration Transfer formalities should 
be completed before registering a foreign player.   

  

10. One foreign player of Indian origin with PIO ca rd issued by the 
Government of India shall be eligible to play for a  team.  He 
shall be considered to be an Indian player and he m ay be 
registered among the 27 players registered by the c lub. 

 

11. A foreign player may be replaced by another pla yer in case an 
injury or illness prevents him from continuing to p lay for the 
rest of the I-League, under the following condition s: 

 
1. The will have to be examined by an independent D octor  

nominated by the All India Football Federation.  On ly if 
this Doctor certifies that the player is not fit to  play, he 
may be replaced. 

  

b. The player cannot be replaced after the first el even (11)  
rounds. 

 
 c. Only one (1) player can be replaced 
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d. The concerned club shall meet all the financial 

commitments due to the player as per his contract. 
 
11. Applications for registration in the prescribed format shall be 

submitted at least 48 hours before the scheduled date of the match 
to the duly authorized representative of the I-League who has been 
empowered by the I-League Committee to issue the registration 
and identity card. Copy of the registration form shall be 
simultaneously faxed to the I-League Committee  office. 

 
Art. XV:    Registration of Officials 
 

1. Each Club may register seven (7) officials with I- League 
Committee by filling the appropriate form.  Among these seven 
officials, compulsorily, one should be a Doctor (with MBBS Degree) 
and one Physiotherapist with a degree course in Physiotherapy.  
He shall have a certificate that he is trained in cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation.  In addition to this, the club can register more than 
one doctor in the panel.  The club may appoint a panel of 
Doctors (maximum: 4).  From this panel, one (1) Doc tor can 
accompany the team.  Each of these Doctors will be issued an 
identity card. 

 

2. The respective State Association shall endorse the Registration 
form of the officials. 

 

3. In addition to the photos affixed in the Registration form, the 
officials shall give one photo to their respective Association for 
preparing the identity card. 

 
4. In addition to the above, every Club participating in the I-League 

shall be issued identity cards for their President, Secretary and two 
other officials, (provided their photos are submitted to the LOC) 
who shall be given free admission for all matches of the competition 
and sitting accommodation in a place reserved for them during their 
teams matches. 

 
Note: A request for change of any official/s should  be sent to AIFF at  
 least seven (7) days in advance. 

  
Art, XVI:    REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS AND OFFICIALS FOR  
  THE MATCHES 
 

1. A maximum of eighteen (18) players (eleven (11) first team players 
and seven (7) substitutes) shall be registered for a match. 
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2. Player's fitness certificate shall be submitted to the match 
Commissioner before the teams’ first match, issued by a doctor, 
from the Doctor's panel registered by the club/s with I-League 
Committee. 

 

3. A maximum of five (5) officials (three officials + one Doctor + one 
Physiotherapist) shall be registered for each match.  If only Doctor 
or Physiotherapist (any one of them) accompany the team, than 
only four (4) officials (three officials + one Doctor or 
Physiotherapist) shall be registered for a match.  If Doctor and 
Physiotherapist does not accompany the team, than only two (2) 
officials shall be allowed to be registered for a match  

 
Art. XVII:    RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARTICIPATING   

         CLUBS 
 

1. The Clubs participating in the I- League are responsible: 
 

a. For the behaviour of the members of their delegation 
(officials and players) before, during and after the matches. 

b. To provide adequate injury, sickness, accident and life 
insurance for all the members of their delegation.  

c. To comply with the condition for participation listed in 
appendix B of these regulations. 

 
- To nominate three responsible Club officials in the Local Organising 

Committee of the State to which the participating Club is affiliated. 
The duties of these Club officials will be to coordinate between his 
Club and the LOC in all matters pertaining to security, medical, 
ground arrangements, sale of tickets and other matters pertaining 
to organization of the matches at the home venue of the Club.  

 
- To field an U-19 team, (players born on or after the 1st of January, 

1990 are eligible for next year’s tournament) in a competition 
specially conducted for the junior squads of the I League 
Committee.  

  
- To ascertain and certify that all their registered players are fit to 

take part in the competition. 
 
- To send the Manager/Coach and Captain of the team to attend the 

post-match press conference. 
 
- To send the Manager and/or Coach of the team to attend the 

Managers’ meeting. 
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- Not to display any advertisement in their equipment without prior 
written permission of the I League Committee/AIFF. 

 
- To respect all the agreements entered between AIFF/I League 

Committee with the sponsors, broadcasters, TV Networks, 
Marketing agents and others. 

 
2. The LOC and the Host Club shall be jointly responsible for the 

security of the visiting team and match officials from the moment 
they arrive until they leave the State in which the match is played. 

 
Art. XVIII:    JERSEY COLORS, NUMBERS, PLAYERS  
                 EQUIPMENT AND FOOTBALL 
 

1.    Each team shall wear its registered Colours, which shall be 
mentioned in   the entry form. 

 

2.  In addition to the official team colors, each team shall register and 
be in possession of a spare outfit in contrasting colors to be taken 
with them to every match. 

 

3. If in the opinion of the LOC or the Referee, the colours of two 
opposing teams might lead to confusion, or prove unsuitable for 
television, they shall be changed.  

 

4. The outfits of the goalkeepers shall be in contrasting colors to those 
of the two teams 

 

5. A complete sample of the official outfit, the spare outfit and the 
goalkeeper’s outfit shall be brought on the day of the Managers 
Meeting prior to the start of the competition/match. 

 

6. Outfits must be marked as follows: a number at least 25 cms high 
shall be marked on the back of the jersey and a number 10 cms 
high shall be marked in the front.  A number at least 10 cms high 
shall be marked on the front of the shorts below the right side. 

 

7. The colour of the numbers shall contrast clearly (light on dark, or 
vice versa) with the colours of the players’ kit, or appear on a 
neutral-coloured patch and be clearly legible to the spectators in 
the stadium as well as to television viewers.   

 

8. Numbers shall be one single colour.  They may be surrounded by a 
border shadow outline to ensure better legibility.  They shall be free 
of advertising, design features or other elements.   

 

9. It is compulsory for the Numbers on the attire to range from one (1) 
to forty (40).  
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10. Players shall wear the same numbers declared in the official list, 
throughout the competition. 

 
11. Name of the player shall be printed above the number on the back 

of the jersey.  The teams shall wear sleeve patches of the sponsors 
of the I-League. If so demanded by the sponsor the jerseys shall 
have the name of the I–League sponsor printed on the back of the 
jersey. 

 
12. The manufacturers trade mark or any sponsors trademark may 

appear either in shorts and or jerseys provided it does not measure 
more then 20sq. cm.  The Club emblem may also be worn on the 
jersey.  All jerseys must have sleeves.  The jersey sleeves shall 
have the trademark/name of the sponsors of the I-League. 

 
13. Player should wear only the outfits, which are approved by the  

I-League Committees. 
 

14. All equipment used by the players shall be in conformity with the 
Equipment specified in the Laws of the Game. (Law 4). 

 
15. The tournament will be played with Nike Footballs. If however the 

official football is not available for any reason the referee may 
decide to play with another football provided it conforms to the 
specifications of Laws of the Game. 

  
16. Any team found guilty of allowing players to play in jerseys with 

numbers other than those registered shall be subject to disciplinary 
action, including fine. 

 
17. In the event there is a need to reallocate a number to another 

player for a match because of players transfers or circumstances 
beyond control,  I-League committee must be informed of this 
change at least fifteen (15) days before the match with the pertinent 
documents warranting the change. AIFF/I-League committee must 
officially approve this change in writing and this document must be 
presented to the Match Commissioner of the match concerned.  
Violation of these regulations is punishable by fine and/or 
suspension.   

 
Art. XIX:    TEAM COLOURS FOR MATCHES  
 

 1. The home team shall wear their first colour for all their home 
matches. 

 
 2.        The away team shall wear a colour which does not coincide with  
  the home teams first colour.  
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3. In the event of clash of colours, the final decision shall be taken by 
the match Referee.   

 

4. It is compulsory for all the teams to carry their first and alternate 
jerseys along with them.  

 

Art. XX: REFEREES, ASST. REFEREES 
 

1.      Preferably neutral Referees and Asst. Referees shall be appointed 
by the AIFF Referees Committee or by a sub committee appointed 
by the AIFF Executive Committee. 

 
2. After completion of each match the Referee shall fill an official 

report form and shall hand it over to the Match Commissioner. An 
abbreviated Report shall be faxed to the Chairman, I-League 
immediately after the conclusion of the match.   

 
Art. XXI:    MATCH COMMISSIONER 
 

1. Match Commissioner and/or Referees Inspectors shall be 
appointed by the AIFF. 

 
2. After each match the Match Commissioner/Referees Inspector shall 

fill an official report form, which shall be posted to the I-League 
Committee within twenty-four hours from the conclusion of the 
match.  However an abbreviated form shall be faxed to the I-
League Committee Secretariat immediately after the conclusion of 
the match. 

 
3. In the event of any act of gross indiscipline by the players, officials 

or organisers the Match Commissioner shall fax a detailed report 
soon after the conclusion of the match.  The LOC shall provide all 
the facilities to the Match Commissioner to FAX all reports. 

 
4. The Match Commissioner shall be solely responsible for all 

decisions in respect of the match organisation. 
 

5. The Match Commissioner must conduct a Managers’ Meeting on 
the day prior to the match. If this is not possible due to late arrival of 
the visiting team or the Match Commissioner, Managers’ Meeting 
may be conducted on the day of the match. 

 
6. The Match Commissioner must issue caution and expulsion notices 

in the prescribed form and receive acknowledgement from the team 
officials. 
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Art. XXII:    PROTESTS 
 

1. Protest relating to qualification and eligibility of players participating 
in the competition must be submitted to the match Commissioner 
with a copy to the I-league Committee, as soon as the final 
registration of players has been circulated to the participating 
teams. 

 
2. Protest against any incidents that occurs during a match shall be 

communicated orally by the team captain immediately after the 
disputed incident and before play has been resumed.  The team 
manager shall confirm such protests in writing to the match 
commissioner within two (2) hours after the match. For matches 
played under floodlights the written protests may be submitted by 
11.00 a.m. on the day immediately following the day of the match. 

 
3. Protest against the state of pitch, the markings, the accessory 

equipment or the footballs shall be made in writing to the referee 
before the start of the match by the manager of the team lodging 
protest. 

 
4.  The final decision on this matter will rest with the match referee. 

 
5. All protests must be in writing and must be accompanied by a fee of 

Rs. 10000/- (rupees ten thousand only)  
 

6. If the protest lodged is found to be unfounded or irresponsible, then 
the protest fee will be forfeited and a fine will be imposed on the 
protesting team. 

 
7. No protest shall be made or accepted  against referee’s decisions 

regarding facts connected with play, such decisions being final. 
 

8. Once the winning team and the classification of the competition 
have been proclaimed, any protest lodged will be disregarded 

 

9. Pursuant to the regulations of the AIFF, Clubs have to submit all 
disputes to the appropriate committees of the AIFF. 

 
 
 
 
 

Art. XXIII:    DOPING CONTROL 
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1. Doping is prohibited. Reference is made to the FIFA Doping Control 
regulations, which contain list of prohibited substances and 
methods. 

 
2. Doping test may be done at any venues for any match without prior 

information to the teams. 
 

3. Every player in a team including substitute players and reserve 
players will be liable to undergo doping Tests.  

 

4. Players testing positive for prohibited substances shall be punished 
by the Disciplinary Committee of the AIFF. 

 

5. Teams or players who refuses to undergo a Doping Test shall be 
punished by Disciplinary Committee of the AIFF 

 
6. All norms will be as per the Doping Control regulations of the FIFA. 
          

Art. XXIV:    PROTOCOL  
 

1. AIFF and I-League officials shall always be seated in the VVIP 
gallery. 

 

2. For every match the President, General Secretary and two (2) other 
Clubs officials of the I-League teams will be entitled for seats in the 
VVIP gallery 

 

3. The Local organizing Committee shall hand over to the designated 
representative of the I-League Committee at each venue the 
following passes:  

 

 i) 10 VVIP season passes 
 ii) 100 VIP season passes 
 iii) 300 West Stand season passes 

iv) 500 any other Stands season passes 
v) 30 West Stand daily complimentary passes (each match) 
vi) 30 Other Stand daily complimentary passes (each match). 
vii) 10 VVIP area vehicle passes. 
viii) 50 scooter and 30 car passes. 

             
4. AIFF Executive Committee Members and General Secretary, 

Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Members and CEO of the I-League, 
Arjuna Awardees, Dronacharya Awardees shall always be seated 
in the VVIP gallery. 
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5. All former International players with identity card issued by the AIFF 
shall be given free admission to the VIP gallery 

 

6. Special arrangements for sitting of the manager and the coach of 
participating teams shall be made in VIP gallery. 

 

7. Each team is entitled to 25 daily complimentary passes on the day 
of their Match. 

 

8. Match officials are entitled to 2 daily complimentary passes each. 
 

9. Besides this, the number of complimentary passes shall not exceed 
2 ½ % of the official capacity of the stadium.  

 
Art. XXV:    PRESS, TELEVISION, RADIO, FILM, GROUND         

           ADVERTISING AND MERCHANDISING 
 

1. AIFF and its Commercial partners Zee Sports Limited own all the 
rights of commercial exploitation including all Marketing and 
Broadcast Rights including radio, film, photograph, internet, mobile, 
ground advertising, merchandising, and all the rights to transmit still 
image, audio and/or video signals currently developed or developed 
hereafter, transmitted through wireless, via fixed line or otherwise, 
live or deferred, in colour or monochrome and any other 
commercial rights including advertising within and outside the 
stadium. 

  
2. The I-League Committee and the LOC is responsible for providing 

the technical facilities and adequate place for camera positions to 
guarantee television coverage of the matches. 

 

3. The LOC is responsible for ensuring that all stadiums are free of 
advertising. 

 

4. The LOC shall ensure that the sponsors message is displayed 
without any encumbrance within the stadium. The LOC shall be 
responsible for payment of any taxes and/or levies for display of 
advertisements within the stadium. 

 

5.      The LOC shall provide facilities for Press coverage and also 
provide a Media Room and telecommunication and e-mail facilities 
for use of the Press and other Media. 

 
 
 
 
 
Art. XXVI: THE I-League COMMITTEE AND SUB COMMITTEE S 
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A. I-League COMMITTEE 
 

1. The AIFF shall constitute the I-League Committee, which shall be 
responsible to organise the I-League 2008-09.  

 

2. The I League Committee shall be appointed by the AIFF Executive 
Committee. 

 

3. The I-LEAGUE Committee shall control and manage on behalf of 
AIFF the I LEAGUE 2008-2009. 

 
4. The I League Committee shall draw the fixtures; decide the 

televised and non-televised venues in consultation with the Zee 
Sports Limited keeping in view the requests of the State 
Associations, the LOC’s and the Clubs.  It will also decide in 
consultation with the LOC upon the kick off times and other details. 

 
5. The I LEAGUE Committee shall settle all forms required by any 

Regulations in the technical conduct of this Competition and to set 
out where applicable, duties and powers thereof. 

 
6. The I League Committee shall give decisions on matters arising out 

of any disputes and to impose sanctions on Clubs, officials and 
players or the match Commissioner or match officials should any of 
them fail to comply with these regulations or the Rules and 
Regulations of the AIFF or of any decisions or directives given 
either by the I-LEAGUE Committee or the AIFF. 

 
7. The I-League Committee shall convene meetings with Club 

representatives to sort out any disputes between Clubs, and/or 
between Clubs and players or any other disputes concerning the 
organisation of the Competition. 

 
8. The I-League Committee shall clarify and explain whenever 

necessary any doubts regarding the interpretation of these 
Regulations or any other related matters. 

  
9. The I-League Committee shall constitute in consultation with the 

AIFF various sub committees, which may be required, for the 
smooth conduct of the Tournament. 

 

10. The I-League Committee shall coordinate the work of various 
Committees or agencies involved in the organisation of the I-
League. 

 

11. The I-League Committee shall add and change these Regulations 
whenever necessary with the approval of the AIFF. 
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12. The AIFF Executive Committee shall decide any disputes between 
I-League  Committee and State Associations or Clubs. 

 

13. The I-League Committee shall insure all the officials deputed by the 
AIFF/ I-League for conduct of the matches. 

       
B.    EMERGENCY COMMITTEE: 

 
1. The Emergency Committee shall be appointed by the I-League 

Committee in consultation with the AIFF. 
 

a) The Emergency Committee shall decide on all urgent 
matters regarding the I-League.  Very urgent decisions may 
be taken by circulation. 

 
b) The Emergency Committee will meet from time to time to 

review the progress of the I-League. 

C.    LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
 

1. The concerned State Association and the participating clubs 
affiliated to this State Association shall constitute the Local 
Organising Committee. 

 
2. Besides other Members, the Local Organising Committee shall 

have at least three Members, appointed by each of the host Clubs. 
 

3. The LOC shall provide adequate facilities to the Match 
Commissioner, Referees and any other Officials appointed by the I-
League Committee/AIFF to discharge their duties. 

 

4. Local transport from airport/railway station to the team hotel and 
back and from hotel to the venue of the matches and practice 
grounds shall be provided by the LOC. 

 

5. The LOC must provide the marketing agents and the sponsors all 
facilities to display their advertising boards within the stadium 
premises and facility areas. 

 

6. The LOC shall ensure that all agreements entered by the AIFF/ I-
League Committee regarding broadcast, TV coverage, sponsorship 
and other rights by AIFF are fully protected. 

 

7. The LOC shall ensure that sufficient security is provided to the 
visiting teams and to all the Members of the visiting teams and all 
the Officials appointed by the AIFF/ I-League Committees. 
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8. The LOC shall inform the team manager, as soon as the team 
arrives of the exact kick-off time and the schedule of Managers’ 
meeting. 

 
9. The LOC shall see that the infrastructure at the Stadium is insured. 

 
10. In addition to the other Committees, the LOC shall constitute a 

Security and a Media Sub Committee. 
 

11. The LOC shall provide local transport to the Match Commissioner, 
Referees Inspector and the Referees and any other official deputed 
by the I-League Committee or the AIFF. 

 
12. The LOC shall provide decent Accommodation to the AIFF/ I-

League officials whenever they are deputed by the I-League 
Committee/AIFF and arrange accommodation for the teams 
whenever requested by them. 

 
13. The LOC shall provide good practice grounds for the visiting teams.  

Visiting team should be allowed to practice for a minimum of 
FORTY-FIVE (45) minutes in the ground in which the matches are 
played ONLY ONCE BEFORE THEIR FIRST MATCH ON THAT 
GROUND.  

 

14. The LOC shall make all payments due to the teams, officials as per 
the financial terms defined in Annexure C which form part of these 
Rules. 

 

 15. The Local Organising Committee is fully responsible for the safety 
and security of players, team and AIFF officials, TV crew, media, 
agents of sponsors and telecast rights holders, spectators, etc, at 
the Stadium. 

 

16. The LOC shall ensure that the match venue is available exclusively 
for the I-League matches during the time of competition. 

 

 17. The LOC shall pay the Clubs and officials appointed by the I-
League /AIFF allowances as per financial terms of the competition.  
The payments shall be made immediately after the match 
concludes. 

 

 18.  The LOC shall give the AIFF/ I-League Committee an assurance 
that it shall advance an amount of up to five lacs for making such 
payments. 

 

 19. The LOC shall give the host Club and I-League Committee a 
statement of tickets sold, within 72 hours from the conclusion of the 
match. 
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20.  The LOC shall have a Medical Team, headed by a qualified Doctor 
for first aid and other Emergency duty during the matches. The 
medical team shall be equipped for emergencies and there shall be 
two ambulances at the venue. At least one of the ambulances shall 
be fully equipped with emergency equipment, including defibrillator.  

  

 D.      DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE 
 

1. The AIFF Disciplinary Committee shall deal with all disciplinary 
matters related to the I-League Competition.  

 
2. Meetings of the Sub Committee will be chaired by the Chairman of 

the Committee and in his absence by the Dy. Chairman.  If both are 
absent the remaining three members shall elect one member 
among themselves to Chair the meeting. 

 

3. The Committee shall take its decisions by simple majority of votes 
of members present. No member may abstain from voting. If an 
equal number of votes are recorded, the Chairman shall have the 
casting vote. 

 

4. In its decisions the Disciplinary Committee shall refer to the AIFF 
disciplinary regulations and to Art. XXXIII of THE DISCIPLINARY 
PROCEDURE of these regulations. 

 
5. The decisions of the Disciplinary Committee shall be based, inter 

alia, on the written reports of the referee, the match commissioner 
and the Referees Inspector. The Committee may also, if deemed 
necessary, to any other evidence, like television and video 
recordings. The Committee can order personal hearings.  It shall 
decide on the procedure to be adopted. 

 
 

7. Appeals may be lodged with the Appeals Committee of the AIFF or 
any Committee duly constituted by the AIFF, against any decisions 
of the Disciplinary Committee which are not stipulated as final 
under 6 above. 

 

8. The appeal shall be lodged within 48 hours following the decision 
and must be accompanied by a fee of Rs. 15,000/- rupees fifteen 
thousand only. The fee shall be refunded if the appeal is sustained. 

  
9. The Members of the Disciplinary Committee may not sit on the 

Committee, if the cases being dealt with concern themselves or 
players, clubs, officials or any members of the state associations to 
which they belong. 
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E.        FINANCE SUB COMMITTEE 
 

1. The President of the AIFF shall be the Chairman of the Finance 
Sub Committee.  The Chairman, the Dy. Chairman of the I-League 
Committee and the Treasurer of the AIFF shall be Members of this 
Committee.  

 
2. The duties of the Finance Sub Committee shall be: 

  
  i) To prepare the budget for the I-League. 

ii) To supervise the financial accounts of the various sub 
committees. 

iii) To draw the schedule for payments to be made to Clubs, 
Local Organising Committees, officials and others. 

iv) All I-League  accounts will be operated by any two of the 
following:    

 
 1. Chairman,    

   2. Dy. Chairman of the NFL 
   3. Treasurer of the AIFF. 

4. Any other person or persons duly appointed by the  
 AIFF/I-League Committee.  

F.  FACILITIES SUB COMMITTEE 
 

1. The AIFF/National Football League Sub Committee shall appoint  
the Facilities sub Committee for the I-League.   

 
2. To inspect and approve if found suitable, the grounds and other 

facilities at the venues recommended by the LOC. 
 

3. To inspect and approve the Hotels for Match commissioner, 
Referees Inspector, Referees and officials of the AIFF/ I-League. 

 
4. To recommend improvement in the infrastructure and other 

facilities. 

G.  SECURITY  SUB COMMITTEE   
 

1. The Security Sub Committee shall have a Chairman and Two 
Members.  The duties of the Security Sub Committee are: 

 
a) To advise the I-League Committee on all security matters. 
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b) To coordinate with security committees of the LOC’s and 
advise them on security measures at their respective 
venues. 

 
c) To review the security situation and if necessary to 

recommend corrective steps. 

 H.   REFEREES  SUB COMMITTEE 
 

1. The Referees Sub Committee for the I-League shall be appointed 
by the AIFF.  

 
2. The Referees Sub-Committee will finalise the panel of Referees for 

the I-league. 
 

3. They will appoint the referees for the I-League matches. 
 

4. They will conduct refresher courses for the Referees, Referees 
Inspector and Match Commissioners. 

  

I.    MEDIA SUB COMMITTEE 
 

1. The Media Sub Committee shall consist of One Chairman, one Vice 
Chairman and three Members. 

 
2. The Media Sub Committee shall advise the I-League Committee 

and the LOC’s on matters involving public relations and work with 
the News Media. 

 
3. The Media Sub Committee shall develop proposals regarding I-

League publications and if necessary assist in their conception and 
preparation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS  
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Art. XXVII:    Payments to the clubs (proposal 1) 

 
Clubs will be paid the following subsidy:   Rs. 40 lacs each. 
 
The subsidy will be paid in the following installme nts: 
 
1. Rs. 15 lacs before the start of the tournament. 
2. Rs. 10 lacs before the 7th Round. 
3. Rs.  10 lacs before the 17 th Round. 
4. Rs.    5 lacs within two weeks after the conclus ion of the 

tournament.  
 
The subsidy is the contribution of the AIFF/I-Leagu e 
Committee to enable the Club to take care for the 
following: 

 
i) All travel, lodging and boarding of the teams fo r away  

matches. (teams shall compulsorily travel with full  
contingent of 18 players and 3 officials including a 
qualified Doctor or qualified physiotherapist). 

 
         The following deductions will be made: 
 

i) If a team does not register a qualified Doctor a nd a  
qualified physiotherapist:                    Rs. 5 ,00,000.00 
 

ii) If a team does not participate in the AIFF U-19  
tournament for U-19 teams of I- League Clubs:                                               

Rs. 2,50,000.00 
 

iii) If a team does not turn up for a match; 
Rs. 10,00,000.00 

   
Note:   This is besides deduction of points and oth er  

punishment as per disciplinary committee 
regulations. 

 
  

Existing Regulations (proposal 2)  
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a) 1.  Subsidy of Rs. 2.5 lacs for fielding U-19 team in U-19   
tournament/league (this fee will not be paid to Clubs 
who do not participate in the U-19 
Tournament/League for I-League Clubs) 
 

2.  Subsidy of Rs. 2.5 lacs for appointing administrative 
staff 

   

 b) Allowances towards boarding and lodging for visiting Clubs: 
 
  i) For Goa & Ludhiana    Rs. 1500=00 

                                                       (per person per day)   
   

ii)        For Kolkata      Rs. 1800=00         
       (Per person per day) 
  
 iii)  For Mumbai     Rs. 2000/-    
       (Per person per day) 

  

These allowances will be paid to the eighteen (18) players and five (5) 
officials, provided a qualified doctor  and a Physiotherapist  accompany 
the team.   
 

If only a Doctor or a Physiotherapist (any one of them) accompany the 
team, then allowances will be paid to eighteen (18) players and four (4) 
officials.  If Doctor and Physiotherapist do not accompany the team, then 
allowances will be paid to eighteen (18) players and two (2) officials only.  
       
These allowances will be paid for three nights provided a team stays for 
three nights.  

 

In the event the team has to stay for additional days due to travel 
arrangements made by the I-League committee or any of their sub 
committees or agents, the additional amount will have to be paid by the I-
League /LOC. 

 
  

 C)  TRAVELING:   
 

 i) Whenever travel between two venues is  
less then 30 hours by fastest train available -    AC 2 tier 

Rail fare   
 

ii) For travel between venues other then in C (I) above     
       Economy Class  

Air fare 
 

iii) For Travel between to and from a venue  
Where there is no Airport   AC two tier Rail  
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       fare 
 

iv)     The following allowances will be paid for traveling 
by Rail or bus each way 
 
a)   for journey less then 15 hours    Rs. 5000=00  

  
b)   for journey more then 15 hours    Rs. 7000=00 

 
NOTE:  The visiting team shall consist of twenty-three (23) members 

(18 players & five officials) provided one is a qualified 
Doctor, holding an MBBS  Degree from a recognized 
University  and one physiotherapist holding a degree in 
Physiotherapy from a recognized university .  Allowances 
and travel expenses will be paid for twenty-three (23) 
persons only if a Doctor and Physiotherapist form part of the 
contingent.  If only a Doctor or a Physiotherapist (any one of 
them) forms the part of the contingent, than allowances and 
travel expenses will be paid for twenty two (22) persons only. 
(18 players and four officials)    Otherwise allowances will be 
paid only for twenty (20) persons. (eighteen (18) players and 
two (2) officials) 

    
D)  GATE COLLECTION PERCENTAGE: 

   
i)   For Home Team only  90% of the gate receipts. 
 
(after deducting the gate percentage to be paid to the stadium 

owners and cost of printing of tickets and other expenses). 
     

Art. XXVIII:   FOR LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
 

a)  Subsidy towards local  
           organization:             Rs. 50,000=00 per match   
b) Gate collection percentage:10% of the gate receipts. 
            (after deducting the gate percentage to be paid to the 

stadium owners and cost of printing of tickets and other 
expenses). 

   
The LOC shall meet the following expenses out of the subsidy and gate 
collection percentage given to them: 
 

i) Local Transport for teams and officials. 

ii) All organisational expenses, including hire charges of the 
stadium, payment for floodlights, printing of tickets, hire of 
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furniture, sound system, payments for Police, security and 
hire of ambulances and medical team etc.    

 
NB: 1. Cost of actual consumption for floodlights  will be reimbursed  

by the I-League Committee, only when the I-League 
Committee orders the LOC to schedule the match in such a 
way that it will require the floodlights to be switched on. The 
estimated charges for putting on the floodlights shall be 
intimated in advance to the I-League Committee.  Receipt 
from the Stadium authorities for floodlight charges shall be 
submitted to the I-League Committee along with the match 
accounts. 

 
2. If it is found that no Doctor and/or and ambulance is present 

for the matches, the match shall not be played.  
 
3.      The home team shall forfeit the match and t he LOC shall 

be subject to Disciplinary sanctions.  
 

Art. XXIX:     REFEREES AND OTHER OFFICIALS: 
 

1. REFEREES AND OTHER OUTSTATION OFFICIALS  
 
a) For Journeys of less then 30 hrs. by train    AC 2 tier rail fare 
b)        For Journeys of more then 30 hrs. by train  Economy Class Air Fare  
c)        Free Lodging 
d) Daily allowance    Rs. 800=00 per night. 

(for two nights) 
            e)      Special allowance for officiating in a match   Rs.  600=00 
            f) Travel allowances (train journey only)  Rs.  250=00 - per day 
            g)      Incidental expenses                                    Rs.  300=00 – lump sum 
 

2. LOCAL REFEREES/OFFICIALS: 
 
a) For National Class/FIFA Referees officiating 
      as referee/asst. referee/reserve referee  Rs. 750/- per match 
b) For Local Match Commissioners   Rs.1000/-per match 

  
(Local officials, who have to travel for a distance of over 150 kms  to and 
fro to officiate in the match, will get an additional amount of Rs. 500/- 
towards travel subsidy) 
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Art. XXX:   FOR ALL INDIA FOOTBALL FEDERATION 
 

1. All revenue from Sponsors, co-sponsor, TV, telecast and 
merchandising rights. 

 
Art. XXXI:  PERIMETER BOARDS  

 
1. Each participating Club is entitled to display four (4) perimeter 

boards for their home matches only. In addition they may display 
six advertisement boards along the fencing and six advertisement 
boards in the first tier. The measurements of the perimeter and 
advertisement boards will be informed to the Clubs before the 
commencement of the league. 

 
Art. XXXII:    CONDITIONS FOR DISPLAYING THE  

    PERIMETER BOARDS 
 
1.  Permission from the I-League Committee shall be obtained before 

the boards are displayed. 
 

2. Boards containing advertisement of companies or products that are 
of the same or similar type, of the sponsors or co sponsors of the I-
League or of the AIFF will not be permitted. 

            
3. The cost of making, transporting and displaying the boards will be 

met by the Clubs and State Associations as the case may be.   
 

DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS 
 

Art. XXXIII:    DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURE FOR THE I-Le ague. 
 
1.      Types of Sanctions 

 
a) Disciplinary Sanctions, which may be imposed on LOC’s and 

Clubs, are: 
  

1. a caution 
2. a censure 
3. a fine 
4. cancellation of a match ( requiring a replay, if 

necessary) 
5. deduction or cancellation of points 
6. a win by default, in which case a score of 3-0 will be 

given;  (however, if a goal difference already attained 
in the match is greater, it shall be considered valid) 
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7. a ban on stadia 
8. matches to be played with the exclusion of the public 
9. matches to be played in neutral venues 
10. a ban from taking part in a current and/or a future 

competition. 
 

These sanctions may be combined. 
 

b) Disciplinary sanctions which may be imposed on natural 
persons    (players, team officials, etc.): 

  

  1. a caution 
  2. a censure 
  3. a fine 

4. a suspension for a specified number of matches 
and/or a specified period 

5. a temporary or lifelong suspension from all NFL 
matches 

  6. a declaration as person no grata 
 
            These sanctions may be combined. 

 
c) Special cases : 

 
1. Caution to a player (without expulsion). 

 

             Punishment: confirmation of caution 
 

Repetition: 2nd caution in the competition: suspension for the 
next match in the competition. 

 
2. Second caution in the same match and expulsion by the 

referee 
 
            Punishment: suspension for the next match. 
 

3. Player who has a previous caution is cautioned twice and 
expelled in a match: The previous caution will not continue 

   
  4. Player who gets four cautions in the competition:  
 

punishment as per 1.1. and 1.2 above and a minimum fine of  
Rs. 5,000=00    
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Repetition: After every two (2) (additional) cautions, 
punishment as per 1.1. and 1.2. above and a minimum fine 
of Rs. 2,000=00 

 
d) Expulsion 

 
1. Expulsion by the Referee for incidents listed in AIFF 

disciplinary Regulations: 
 

Punishment: suspension for the next match. (I-League 
Disciplinary committee may impose further punishment after 
considering the gravity of the offense.  

 

A player who gets two (2) Expulsions in the competition: 
Punishment as 1. a. above and a fine of Rs. 5000/- 

   
Repetition: For every additional Expulsion (direct red card), 
punishment as 1. a. above and a fine of Rs. 3,000=00 

 
2. Player who has a previous caution is expelled (direct red 

card) in a match, the previous caution will continue.  
 
3. If a player is guilty of serious unsporting behaviour as define 

in Law 12 of the Laws of the Game and is sent off (direct red 
card), any other caution he has previously received in the 
same match is upheld.   

 
e) Abandonment 

 

1. If an abandoned match is to be replayed, any caution issued 
during that match shall be annulled.  If the match is not to be 
replayed, the cautions received by the team responsible for 
causing the match to be abandoned are upheld; if both 
teams are responsible, all of the cautions are upheld. 

 

2. If the suspension is to be served in terms of matches, only 
those matches actually played count towards execution of 
the suspension.  If a match is abandoned, cancelled or 
finally forfeited, suspension is only considered to have been 
served if the team to which the suspended player belongs is 
not responsible for the fact that led to abandonment, 
cancellation or forfeit of the match.    

  

NB:      1. Punishment in other cases of serious misconduct by player/s  
or the Team will be decided by the disciplinary committee of 
the I-League in accordance with Art. XXXIII 1, b, of these 
regulations. 
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2. Lack of Discipline and order in a stadium or outside the 
Stadium, before, during or after a match (invasion or 
attempted invasion of the field by the spectators, missiles 
being thrown, fireworks and rockets being let off, and/or any 
other incidents) 

 

3. Disciplinary Committee to impose sanctions on the LOC and 
the Host Club in accordance with Art. XXXIII 1, a, of these 
regulations. 

 

4. All the punishments mentioned are limited to the I-League 
only.  However the Disciplinary Committee of the AIFF may 
decide in very serious cases to extend the punishments to 
other competitions under the jurisdiction of the AIFF. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS 
 

Art. XXXIV:  Guidelines    
  

 a) FOR PARTICIPATING TEAMS   

                
1. Please read the Rules and Regulations very carefully. 
 

2. A Maximum of Thirty (27+3 Under 20 players) players can be 
registered.  Once registered the registration cannot be canceled. 

 
3. Only THREE (3) foreign players can be registered, only THREE (3) 

can take part in the match.  One player of Indian Origin (PIO) 
may be registered within the 27 players. 

 
4. Contingent for outstation matches shall consist of EIGHTEEN (18) 

players and FIVE (5) officials only, provided one is a qualified 
DOCTOR and one qualified PHYSIOTHERAPIST. If only a Doctor 
or a Physiotherapist (any one of them) form the part of the team 
contingent, than allowances and fares will be paid for EIGHTEEN 
(18) players’ and FOUR (4) officials only.  If a doctor and 
physiotherapist is not the part of the team contingent, allowances 
and fares will be paid for only EIGHTEEN (18) players and TWO (2) 
officials. The officials should cooperate with the organizers, Match 
Commissioners and Referees. If a team plays more then two 
matches consecutively outside its home venue it will be allowed to 
take one extra player. 

  

5. Referees Decision on all points of fact is final. 
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6. All reserve bench regulations should be followed strictly. Seven 
Substitutes and five officials (three officials + one doctor + one 
physiotherapist) will be allowed to sit in the substitute’s bench.  If 
only a Doctor or a Physiotherapist (any one of them) accompanies 
the team contingent, than seven substitute’s and four (4) officials 
(three officials + one Doctor or a Physiotherapist) will be allowed to 
sit on the substitute bench.  If Doctor and Physiotherapist are not 
there with the team, only two officials will be allowed to sit on the 
substitute bench.  Players sitting in the substitute’s bench shall 
always be in team uniform/track suit.  Only substitutes listed in the 
team line up can sit in the substitute’s bench.  Only Officials 
registered with the I-League Committee with their identity cards will 
be allowed to sit in the substitute’s bench.  NO SMOKING is 
permitted on the substitute bench. 

 

7. Manager or coach must attend the Managers Meeting on Day prior 
to the match. 

 

8. Players and officials should not make loud and provocative appeals 
against decisions of the Referee or Asst. Referees. 

   

9. First set and the alternate jerseys shall be carried for each match. 
 

10. Must cooperate with the Sponsors and television networks so that 
the AIFF sponsors derive maximum benefit. 

   

11. Manager/Coach and Captain must attend the post match Press 
Conference. 

 

12. Local Organizing Committee should be intimated about the arrival 
and departure plans of the team well in advance.  Each team shall 
arrange their own accommodation. 

 

13. All players shall be insured and it is the responsibility of the team 
management to ascertain that the players are fit to play in the 
match. 

 

14. Must submit a list of players and officials to the Travel Agents 
appointed by the AIFF at least 7 days before the day the team 
travels by air. 

 
15. If there are any complains regarding the local organisers, these 

should be immediately lodged with the LOC with a Copy to the 
Chairman I-League Committee.  Complains should not be made 
public until they are disposed off by the appropriate forums. 

 



 37 

16. For train and air travel, tickets will be booked by the agents 
appointed by the AIFF. Bus tickets shall be booked by the teams 
with assistance from the LOC.  

   
17. All used and unused tickets, both surface and air, shall be returned 

to the AIFF after the journey is performed. 
 
18. Participating teams must not bring any video Cameras for filming 

from the ground or from the stands. 
 
19. Must always seek permission of the I-League/AIFF to display any 

advertisement in jerseys/shorts/stockings and tracksuits. 
 

20. Must not grant interviews to TV networks other then the one’s that 
are approved by the AIFF. 

   

21. Must send the team line up to the LOC by 11 a.m. on the day of the 
match. 

 

22. Travel arrangements are made for the teams to reach the venue of 
the match two (2) nights prior to the day of the match.  If however 
due to certain circumstances like missing onward connections, 
disruption of air or surface travel or any other circumstances 
beyond our control, the teams reach one night before the match, 
they are still bound to follow the schedule and play the match 
according to the draw. 

  
 23. Must observe the AIFF Code of Ethics.  

         
b) FOR THE LOCAL ORGANISING COMMITTEES 

 
1. Must receive the visiting team and the match officials on arrival and 

provide transport to and from the Hotel and also for the matches 
and practices. 

 
2. Must provide sufficient facilities to the Referees and Match 

Commissioner to discharge their duties. 
 
3. Must provide a Stadium with a good playing surface and decent 

dressing rooms for teams and officials.  The Stadium should be free 
from all advertisement. 

 
4. Must provide all the facilities to the TV and Media, including a well-

equipped press room and press gallery.  A telecommunication 
center  with fax and internet should be available for the media to 
send their reports. 
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5. Must provide the AIFF marketing agents and the sponsors all the 
facilities to display their advertising boards, to set up merchandising 
outlets and hospitality boxes. 

 

6. Must not allow any individual or TV network to videotape the 
matches or any action within the stadium. 

 

7. Must not allow any persons besides SEVEN (7) players and the 
FIVE (5) officials (in accordance with Art. XXXIV, a, 6 above) of 
each team, the security and medical personnel, authorized press 
photographers, TV crew, Referees and match commissioners, 
inside the stadium fencing. 

 

8. Must conduct a Managers Meeting on the day prior to the match in 
the presence of Match Commissioner and Referees appointed by 
AIFF/ I-League Committee and organise a press conference after 
the match. 

 

9. Must provide a qualified Doctor with two fully equipped ambulances 
at the ground for all matches.  They must also provide medical 
facilities to the visiting team. 

 

10. Must pay the gate percentage due to the home team within 7 days 
from the conclusion of  the match.. 

 

11. Must send statement of account every week to the AIFF Secretariat 
at Delhi.  If account is not received no further disbursement will be 
made to the LOC’s. 

 

12. There must always be an entry ticket for the matches. 
 

13. Must ensure that order and safety is maintained, particularly in and 
around the stadiums. 

 

14. Must ensure the safety of players and match officials in the teams 
hotel, practice venues, during travel within the jurisdiction of the 
LOC or the concerned State Association.  

 

15.  Shall constitute a security sub committee and a media sub 
committee. 

    
  C) FOR MATCH COMMISSIONERS/REFEREES 

 

 1. Must conduct a Manager meeting on the day prior to the match. 
 

2. Must issue caution and expulsion notices on the prescribed form 
and receive acknowledgment from the team officials. 
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3. Must send the abbreviated report to the Chairman of the I-League  
immediately after the conclusion of the match.  Detailed report to be 
posted within twenty-four hours of the conclusion of the match. 

 

4. Must not allow any person to enter the field of play without prior 
permission of the match Commissioner or Referee. 

 

5. Must not release either the referees report or Match commissioners 
report to the press. 

 

6. Must make sure that the players’ officials are wearing the AIFF/ I-
League sponsors logos. 

 

7. Must inform the LOC of their arrival and departure schedule. 
 
8. Must make own travel arrangements.  Must produce the used 

surface or air tickets for reimbursement. 
 
 

Art. XXXV:    MISCELLANEOUS 
 

1. Clubs participating in the I-League undertake to fully observe and 
comply with the AIFF Constitution, regulations, I-League 
regulations and the decisions of the AIFF, the League Committee, 
the Local Organising Committee, the Disciplinary Committee, the 
Referees Committee and of any other Committee formed by AIFF/ 
I-League  Committee for the purpose of conducting this 
competition. 

 

2. All Matters under dispute between Clubs and the I-League 
Committee are to be referred  to the AIFF for adjudication. 

 

3. Changes in fixtures, dates and venues may be made by the I-
League Committee in consultation with the AIFF under “Force 
Majeure” conditions. 

 

4. All Fines imposed on Clubs/Associations/officials for breaches of 
discipline or any other matters will have to be paid within a period of 
15 days from the day of receipt of the debit note from the 
Federation/ I-League Committee.  No adjustments on account of 
payments due from AIFF/ I-League will be permitted. 

 
5. No Club or LOC either by itself, its officials, players or agents shall 

by any means whatsoever publicly criticize, disparage, belittle or 
discredit any other club or the league or in either case any of its 
committee and sub committee members, match officials, 
employees or agents. This will be deemed as an offense and shall 
be liable to the following sanctions by the Disciplinary Committee of 
the I League: 
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i) Caution. 
ii) Censure. 
iii) Suspension. 
iv) Expulsion. 
v) Fine of up to Rs. 100,000.00 

 
6. The Local Organising Committee shall discharge the AIFF and/or 

the I-League Committee from all responsibility and relinquish any 
claim against the AIFF for any damages relating to the local 
organization of a match during the course of the competition. The 
AIFF and the I-League committee shall also be exempted from 
damages relating to match organization, regardless of the fact the 
match takes place or not. 

  
 7. These regulations are only for the I-league-2008-2009. 

 
Art. XXXVI:    Matters Not Provided For 

 
1.    Matters not provided for under the present Regulations shall be 

decided by the I-League Committee in consultation with the AIFF, 
whose decisions shall be Final. 

     
 

For All India Football Federation 
 
 

 
(Alberto Colaco) 

  General Secretary 
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Appendix B 
 

1. Shall have a Minimum Number of 16 players 
under Contract. 

2. Five of these players shall have a contract for a 
minimum of 5 years. 

3. Coaches shall have B license coaching certificate or 
equivalent. 

4. Shall have guaranteed access to practice grounds. 
5. Shall have guaranteed access to a a home stadium 

with a a capacity of at least 6000 spectators. 
6. Shall have at least two qualified staff for 

administration. 
7. Shall have at least two youth teams. 
8. Shall conduct football coaching programs in the 

local community. 
9. Shall have at least one staff (permanent or 

voluntary) for fan liaison and development. 
10. Must have statutes. 
11. Must register as a commercial entity. 
12. Must submit a copy of the Financial  
            Statement and budget. 

 
Note;  Please note that to be eligible for the AFC 
Champions League and other AFC Tournaments, 
besides the requirements listed above, the club coaches 
shall have AFC A license and the stadiums shall have an 
attendance counting system.  
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 DEMPO SPORTS CLUB 
 
1. Player’s Registration Forms No. 001 to 030 
2. Official Registration Forms No. 001 to 010 
 
1. Player’s Registration Cards No. 001 to 030 
2. Player’s Identity Cards  No. 001 to 030 
3. Official Identity Cards  No. 001 to 010 
3. Doctors Identity Cards  without Number 
    Number to be given  
    As per registration form 
    number 

����
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